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1. THE COMMUNIQUES RESULTING FROM GROMYKO'S VISITS TO 
PRAGUE AND BERLIN SEEM QUITE BLAND. THE PRAGUE COMMUNIQUE 
WAS NOTEWORTHY ONLY FOR ITS MENTION OF MBFR (REF A), AND 
ITS IMPLICIT AGREEMENT THAT CZECH-SOVIET INTERNATIONAL 
POLITICAL COOPERATION SHOULD PROCEED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
THE WARSAW PACT. IN THE BERLIN COMMUNIQUE WE SENSE SOME 

OF THE EAST GERMAN INTEREST IN CLOSER FOREIGN POLICY 
COORDINATION (I.E., THE SOVIETS SHOULD NOT IGNORE GDR 
INTERESTS) WHICH WAS ALREADY APPARENT IN FISCHER'S SPEECH 
IN MOSCOW AT THE TIME OF HIS LAST VISIT. 

2. WE ASSUME, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS MORE TO THESE 
MEETINGS THAN MEETS THE EYE. FOR EXAMPLE, MBFR GOT 
PROMINENT PLAY IN PRAGUE, BUT NOT EVEN AN INDIRECT MENTION 
IN BERLIN. ARE THE EAST GERMANS AND THE SOVIETS PERHAPS 

AT ODDS ON HOW TO REPLY TO A NEW NATO INITIATIVE IN THOSE 
TALKS? GDR CHIEF OF STAFF HOFFMAN ARRIVED IN MOSCOW ON 
SEPT 29 FOR TALKS WITH GRECHKO AND, THOUGH THE PUBLIC 
STATEMENT ON THEIR MEETING GIVES LITTLE AWAY ON SUBSTANCE 
OF THEIR TALKS, IT DOES MENTION THAT THE TWO DISCUSSED 
"INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL INTEREST”. SURELY MBFR 
WAS A SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION, IF NOT DISPUTE. 

3. WE ALSO NOTE, FOR THE RECORD, THAT IN BERLIN (BUT NOT 
PRAGUE) GROMYKO REPEATED THE ASSERTION IN HIS UN SPEECH (REF B) 
THAT AT THE 25TH PARTY CONGRESS THE SOVIET UNION'S "PRINCIPLED 
FOREIGN POLICY" WILL RECEIVE "CONFIRMATION AND DEVELOPMENT." 
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